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 Forbidden Transitions

Angular momentum of the eν pair relative to
the nucleus l > 0.

Transition probabilities for large l are small
⇒ forbidden transitions. 

Forbidden transitions are only competitive 
if an allowed transition cannot occur 
(selection rules). The lowest permitted order
of “forbiddeness” will dominate.

In general, 
nth forbidden ⇒ eν system carries 
orbital angular momentum l = n, and 
Seν 0 (Fermi) or 1 (G-T).

log10fτ1/2 ≥ 6
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